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BARDTACK NUCLRAR TEST CONCIUDED

The HARDTACK series of nuslear weapons tests at the Eniwetok
Ground and Johnston Island in the Pacific has ended. Danger areas
the Proving Ground and Johnston Island vhich were established on April 5,
1956 and July 25, 1958 respectively have besn disestablished following a
post-cperetion rediologiesl survey. Begulaticns prohibiting entry inte
the danger areas are no langer in effect.

The tests were successful and sombributed materially to further
development of methods of defense of the United States and the Free World
againet military sttack., The test series included dsvelopment and explora~
tory tests designed to lesd to development of improved weepons; smaller,
more efficient, and more rugged strategic, tactical and defensive wespons
vith greatly reduced redicactive fallout; proof tests of vespons scheduled
for production, and wespons effecte tests.

The test series included the firing of mlesiles with nuclear warheads from
Johnston Island, located some 540 statute miles southwest of the nearest ine
habited laland of the Hevalian chain. All other test detonations were cone
ducted at either the Bnivetok or Bikint Atolls in the Bniwetok Proving
Ground in the Marshall Islends.

The tests vere conducted in & manner designed to keep to as low as

possible the public exposure to radiation arising from the test detonstions.
Precautions taken were successful in keeping significant fallout within the
confines of the Eniwetok = Bikini danger sres. Thers vas o fallout in the
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Johnston Island danger area. There were no injuries %0 personnel of Joint
Tagk Force Seven attributable to radiciogical or other effects of the tests.
A postecperation rediological survey of the Eniwetok~Bikini danger
area vas condueted. Results of samples of seavwster, taken st & variety of
locations and depths, were analjyzed and it was determined that the danger

area could be disestablished vithout hasard. Official notices of the
disestablishment are being distributed to mariners snd airasn. 4As in
previcus years, since estadlishment of the Eniwetok Proving Ground, the land
ares of Bikin{ snd Rniwetok Atolls, the water ares of their lagoons, and the
adjacent areas within three miles to semmrd of the atolls end the overlying
airspace vill remain closed to vesssls and aireraft which do not have
specific clearance.
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expressed to Major Genersl Alvin R. Lusdecks, Commmader, Joint Task Force
Seven, gratification at the splendid vork done by the Task Force, which
vas composed of persarmmel of the three armed sarvices and scientists and
other civilian personnel in the ARC program. Seeretary NeElrcy and Chairman
MeCone slse expressed syprecistion of the work of the lLos Alamos Scientific
Laborstory snd the Livermore laboratory which devaloped the devices tested
in the series.
Peside General Luedecke, the Joint Task Force senior personnel for
the HARDTACK series included:
Dr. William B. Ogle, Deputy for Scientific Matters
Major Genersl Willlsm W. Dick, U.S.A., Deputy Commander
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Hear Adairal David M. Tyree, U.8.X., Deputy Commander
Brigadier General Perry B. Qriffith, U.3.A.7., Chief of Staff
The los Alamos Scientific laboratory is headed hy Dr. Norris Bradbury
and the Livermore lLaboratory by Pr. Edvard Teller. 3Both are cperated for
the Comnission by the University of California. The development vork on
non-miclear components was carried on by Sandia laboratory of which James
W. NcRae iz president. The major construction eontrector was the Holmeso
and Narver Corporstion of Los Angeles, California. Several other AL
contractors contributed materially to the operation.
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